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Myth- Immigrants have a negative impact on the economy and wages
Fact:
· In a 2007 report, the White House Council of Economic Advisers concluded that because immigrants increase the size of the total labor force, complement the U.S.-born workforce, and stimulate capital investment by adding workers to the labor pool, immigration increases the U.S. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by roughly $37 billion each year. 

· The White House Council of Economic Advisers concluded that roughly 90 percent of U.S.-born workers experience wage gains from immigration, which total between $30 billion and $80 billion per year.

· According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2002, 1.6 million Hispanic-owned firms provided jobs to 1.5 million employees, had receipts of $222 billion, and generated payroll of $36.7 billion.

· A 2006 study by University of California, Davis, economist Giovanni Peri found that because immigrant workers generally “complement”—rather than substitute for—U.S.-born workers in terms of their education and skills, immigration tends to increase the productivity, and therefore the wages, of U.S.-born citizens.

· According to a 1997 study by the National Research Council, “the average fiscal impact of immigrants…is positive in part because they tend to arrive at young working ages, in part because their descendants are expected to have higher skills and incomes, in part because they pay taxes for some items, such as national defense and interest on the federal debt, for which they do not impose costs, and in part because they will help to pay the public costs of the aging baby-boom generations.”
 

· Most critiques of immigration “do not consider economic contributions such as consumer purchasing power and the formation of businesses, both of which create jobs and provide federal, state, and local governments with additional revenue through sales, income, business, and property taxes.”
 

· According to the Selig Center for Economic Growth at the University of Georgia, Latino buying power totaled $862 billion in 2007 and is expected to increase to $1.2 trillion by 2012.

· According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2002, 1.6 million Hispanic-owned firms provided jobs to 1.5 million employees, had receipts of $222 billion, and generated a payroll of $36.7 billion.
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