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The 2010 Census drew official attention to the phenomenon, but it had been a reality since
2004:2 Latinos are the second largest racial/ethnic group in Illinois. They now account for
nearly 16 percent of the total population, up from 12 percent in 2000 (Table 1). The state’s
Latino population growth of nearly half a million people was greater than the state’s overall
population growth of 411,339.
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REVEALED IN CENSUS DATA , TRANSLATING CHANGE INTO CONTINUED PROGRESS .
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AND SOCIAL FABRIC OF I LLINOIS 1— AND CALLING ON I LLINOIS TO EMBRACE THE DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS

BY THE NUMBERS
With time, Latinos are poised to be
a majority in Illinois: The state’s Latino population growth of nearly
half a million people was greater
than the state’s overall population
growth of 411,339 (Table 2). Put another way, Latino growth was equal
to 121 percent of state growth since
2000. Without Latino population
gains during this decade, the Illinois
population would have decreased
by almost 86,000 because of corresponding decreases in White populations.

2

While grouped under one name,
this population is a diverse one—
79 percent of Illinois Latinos are
of Mexican origin, while Puerto Ricans, Central Americans, and South
American groups make up sizeable
communities (Table 3). The population, notably, is also young: Onein-four children across Illinois is
now Latino. For children under age
five, that number rises to over 25
percent. By comparison, while the
Latino youth population has surged
by over 30 percent, the non-Latino
child population decreased by over
10 percent.3

STATISTICS ON LATINOS

For all the much-touted Latino
population growth over the last
decade, the story extends beyond
sheer numbers. Latino population
growth isn’t making Illinois’ Latino
communities larger; instead, it’s
making all of Illinois more Latino.
The nuance is significant, and our
ability to embrace emerging diversity in once-homogenous commu-

Table 1: Illinois Population by Race/Ethnicity, 2010

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum
Note: Percentage total is greater than 100 due to rounding.

Table 2: Illinois Population Change by Race, 2000-2010

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010 and 2008 ACS 1-year estimate, analyzed by the Latino
Policy Forum

Table 3: Illinois Latinos by Subgroup, 2010

AT 16% OF THE
POPULATION, LATINOS
ARE THE SECONDLARGEST RACIAL/
ETHNIC GROUP IN
ILLINOIS.

LATINOS ACCOUNTED
FOR 121% OF ILLINOIS’
GROWTH OVER THE
LAST DECADE.

LATINO
SUBURBANIZATION
Illinois’ Latino population has traditionally been synonymous with—
and concentrated in—the City of
Chicago, a point of entry for immigrants from Latin American countries for generations. But the communities that Latinos chose to call
home, much like the demographics of the entire state, are changing dramatically: The seven-county
Chicago metro area (including the
City of Chicago) remains the home
of the vast majority of Illinois Latinos—they’re 22 percent of the re-

gional population—although the
2010 Census reveals some significant shifts in where they reside.
While Latinos account for nearly 30
percent of the population of the
City of Chicago (Table 4), the 2010
Census affirmed the trend noted
in 2004:4 Latinos are more likely to
live outside of Chicago than within
the city itself (Table 5). Six in every
10 Illinois Latinos now live outside
of Chicago, with more than 50 percent living in suburban communities within Cook, DuPage, Kane,
Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and Will
Counties. Growth within Chicago’s
suburbs has been so significant that
Latinos now account for more than

ONE-IN-FIVE SUBURBAN
CHICAGO RESIDENTS IS
LATINO.

OVER 60% OF ILLINOIS
LATINOS LIVE OUTSIDE
CHICAGO.

3

nities will determine the quality of
our shared future as one Illinois.

ILLINOIS’ LATINO YOUTH
POPULATION HAS
SURGED BY OVER 30%,
WHILE THE NUMBER OF
NON-LATINO CHILDREN
HAS DROPPED BY
NEARLY 11%.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

Table 4: Chicago Population by Race/Ethnicity, 2010

one-in-five suburban residents, and
over 80 percent of total population
growth in the suburbs.
Suburban population gains, to an
extent, are Chicago’s population
loss: The city’s overall population
has decreased almost seven percent
over the last decade. At a relatively
small three percent growth, Latino
population gains represented one
of Chicago’s only increases. This
modest growth far outpaced the
African American and White change
in Chicago—the populations of
both communities declined.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

Table 5: Residence of Illinois Latinos, 2010
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

Despite overall population decreases, Chicago remains home to a
significant proportion of the state’s
Latinos, as well as a center for their
political, cultural, and economic
strength. A full 38 percent of Illinois
Latinos live in Chicago, and several
Latino-majority community areas
are among the largest and fastest
growing in the city. After the 2000
Census, there were 12 Latino-majority community areas; today, a decade later, there are 16. Although
most community areas lost population, Latino growth and mobility
contributed to the vitality of both
traditional urban Latino communities and fast growing areas on the
city’s edges. Current trends suggest
that Chicago’s status as a global city
in the 21st century will be closely
intertwined with its growing Latino
population.
However, current suburban population patterns best forecast the

future of Illinois. The proportion of
Latino suburban residents has risen
dramatically (Table 6: Latino proportion and growth in the Chicago
region), to the extent that a majority (52 percent) now resides in the
seven-county metro region outside
of Chicago. The Chicago metro area
ranks sixth in the nation in terms
of the size of its Latino population5 (Table 7). Fifteen municipalities in Illinois have majority-Latino
populations, including Cicero and
Waukegan, which are among the
state’s 10 largest cities overall (Table
8). Fifty-one Illinois municipalities
have either 10,000-plus Latinos or
have populations in which Latinos
make up at least 30 percent of the
community. See Appendices 1 and
2 for a visual representation of the
growing Latino community across
Chicago and its seven-county metropolitan region.

Table 6: Latino Proportion and Growth in the Chicago Region, 2000 and 2010

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Data Sets, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

LATINOS IN ILLINOIS REPRESENT
$44 BILLION IN PURCHASING
POWER.

S O L • NO. 2 • OCTOBER 2011

5

MOVING FORWARD
Sheer population growth aside,
Latinos’ contributions to the social, political and economic life of
the state is more significant than
ever. On the electoral level, Illinois
would have lost two congressional
seats instead of one if not for Latino
growth, offsetting population losses in White and African American
communities since 2000.6 And at 14
percent of the state’s labor force,7
Latinos are an economic engine: To
date, it is estimated that Latinos in
Illinois represent $44 billion in purchasing power,8 a number that will
only rise as young Latinos enter the
workforce in growing numbers.
Photo Credit: Olga Lopez

Table 7: Largest Latino Metro Areas, 2010

A WORD ON THE CENSUS
Understanding how and what the 2010 Census measures is key to understanding the
analysis and graphics contained in this brief. The decennial census has long been used
to quantify and understand the ever-changing population of the United States. With an
aim to count every person in the country, the census collects basic information such
as number of people per household, age, race, ethnicity, and housing tenure.
However, 2010 marked an important change in the way the census was administered,
with an abbreviated 10-question short form (see Appendix 3) used instead of the
traditional longer form used in 2000 and in previous years.

Source: The Brookings Institution4 and U.S.
Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by
the Latino Policy Forum

Over the last decade, questions found in the longer form have been replaced by
an annual American Community Survey (ACS), a nationwide, continuous survey
designed to provide current and reliable demographic, housing, social, and economic
information every year. 9 The ACS has become the primary source for current, indepth demographic information as it measures a wide range of indicators in shorter

6

Latinos’ suburbanization offers a
boon to the entire region: Emerging Latino populations contribute
greatly to the economic and cultural
vitality of their new communities by
starting new businesses, increasing
the tax base, engaging in the labor
market, and buying homes. As large
numbers of Latinos have moved
west, north, and south, away from
core urban neighborhoods, communities such as Carpentersville,
Waukegan, Aurora, and Elgin have
become important centers of Latino settlement.

STATISTICS ON LATINOS

But rapid suburbanization also presents challenges, and not just to the
health and vitality of the urban core.
Suburban institutions accustomed
to serving a less diverse community
must strategically consider Latinos
as they address issues of education,
poverty, housing, health, labor,
and transportation in their municipalities. As demographic and geo-

time intervals. The number of people surveyed, however, is much smaller than the
decennial census, which draws its data from the entire U.S. population.
Although the ACS has produced much important data about the socioeconomic and
other demographic characteristics of the Latino population, the 2010 Census is crucial.
As was detailed in this brief, the decennial census continues to provide a guidepost by
which to measure trends within a single or across several decades, the best measure of
change—and opportunities for progress—in the United States.
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graphical shifts continue, the state
will depend increasingly on the economic health and social integration
of Latinos. Investment in these areas will contribute to strength and
growth in our state that will benefit
all Illinoisans.
WHAT’S NEXT
New, compelling Census data provide an eye-opening picture of current and future trends for Illinois.
This new data is useless, however,
unless it is translated into concrete
policy changes that support the
success of Latino families. Illinois
policymakers would be remiss not
to recognize that now more than
ever, the future of Illinois is intertwined with the future of its growing Latino population. But Latinos
must be equally invested in shaping
a shared future—beyond the data,
the embrace of change for progress
must be mutual to be effective.
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The Latino Policy Forum is
the only organization in the
Chicago area that facilitates the
involvement of Latinos at all
levels of public decision-making.
The Forum strives to improve
education outcomes, advocate for
affordable housing, promote just
immigration policies, and engage
diverse sectors of the community.
It does this by conducting analysis
to inform, influence and lead,
all with an understanding that
advancing Latinos advances a
shared future.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

ABOUT THE
LATINO POLICY
FORUM
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Table 8: Municipalities with the Largest Latino Population by Number, 2010
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Appendix 1: Latino Population in Chicago Community Areas, 2010
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010. Map created by Ioan Pop & Dorian Pliszka.
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Appendix 2: Latino Population in Seven-County Metro Chicago Region, 2010
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010. Map created by Ioan Pop & Dorian Pliszka.

Appendix 3: U.S. Census Bureau 2010 Census Short Form
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